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The EHF Team congratulates Camilla and Omar 

Mehtar on the birth of their second son, Noah 

Peter, brother to Ethan.  Camilla plays a vital role 

for EHF and ERC with her surveillance work and 

research in the Western Cape.   

 

 

 

 

On 26 March 2015, the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) released a letter 

regarding the restricted AHS vaccination period of 1 June ς 31 October each year.   

This was published in our April Newsletter: 

(http://www.equinehealthfund.co.za/News/importantnotice.aspx), with further explanation 

contained in our May Newsletter: 

(http://www.equinehealthfund.co.za/News/Vaccinationperiodarticle.aspx).   

Please also read the OBP AHS vaccine insert: 

(http://www.equinehealthfund.co.za/Portals/0/OBP%20AHS%20Vaccine%20Insert.pdf) 

As you will see, the restricted period of 1 June to 31 October is compulsory in the AHS Controlled 

Area and recommended for the rest of the country. There is also quite a lot of information about 

AHS vaccinations on the Equine Health Fund website- www.equinehealthfund.co.za  (Dƻ ǘƻ άƭƛƴƪǎέ 

and read both the ERC newsletters and the EHF newsletters.) 

Ethan with baby brother, Noah 

DID YOU MEET THE 31ST OCTOBER DEADLINE FOR AHS VACCINATIONS? 

http://www.equinehealthfund.co.za/
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In a nutshell, what you need to know is: 
1) If you live in the AHS infected area of SA, vaccinate all horses for AHS every year between 1 

June and 31 October using the registered OBP AHS vaccine. Before we had the OBP vaccine 
thousands of horses died of AHS every year. The more horses that are vaccinated correctly 
using the OBP vaccine, the fewer cases of AHS there will be in the country. According to the 
Animal Diseases Act, 35 of 1984, it is compulsory to vaccinate all horses in the infected area 
and in the protection zone for AHS every year.  
A horse suffering from AHS has the AHS virus circulating in its bloodstream. The virus can be 

ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ŎǳƭƛŎƻƛŘŜǎ ƳƛŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛŘƎŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ 

can pass that AHS virus onto other horses it feeds on.   

A responsible horse owner will make sure his/her horses are correctly vaccinated,  

a) to protect his/her own horse(s) from becoming infected, and  

b) to prevent an infected horse from acting as a reservoir for the AHS virus which 

can be passed on to other horses in the area via culicoides vectors. 

¢ƘŜ !I{ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

There are two bottles, each containing different serotypes and the two bottles should be 

given no less than 3 weeks (21 days) apart.   

2) The restricted vaccination period, 1 June ς 31 October, was introduced to increase the 
chances that horses are vaccinated and protected before ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!I{ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ and to decrease the possibility of AHS vaccine involvement in outbreaks of AHS. If 
horses are vaccinated during a period of high vector activity with any modified live virus 
vaccine, there is a possibility that  

a) the vaccine virus may revert to virulence and be transmitted to other horses by 
culicoides vectors and it may cause disease in those other horses, or  
b) ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƳōƛƴŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǾƛǊǳǎ Ƴŀȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀƴŘ άƴŜǿ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎέ 
may be transmitted to other horses.  

These phenomena can be effectively managed by restricting the use of modified live virus 
vaccines to a period of low vector activity so the risk of transmission of AHS is much lower.  

3) If you have missed the 1 June -31 October AHS vaccination period and you live in the AHS 
infected area (the whole of SA except the AHS Controlled Area in the Western Cape), consult 
your veterinarian. Depending on the age of your horse and the number of previous 
vaccinations it has had, your veterinarian may advise that you vaccinate your horse for AHS 
to ensure your horse is given the best possible protection before the height of the AHS 
season. If you vaccinate outside the recommended period (the recommended period is 1 
June ς 31 October), your veterinarian will probably also advise you to take additional 
precautions during the vaccination process to reduce the risk of AHS vaccine uptake by 
vectors, such as stabling and use of repellents (Products that contain 15% DEET) . 
Your veterinarian is likely to advise you to plan to vaccinate all your horses for AHS every 

year between 1 June and 31 October in future. 

4) If you live in the AHS Controlled Area of SA in the Western Cape, you will need to adhere to 
the AHS vaccination policy in the AHS Controlled Area. Horses can only be vaccinated with 
permission from the SV Boland and only between 1 June and 31 October. You can obtain 
more details from SV Boland at svboland@elsenburg.com or Ms Danielle Pienaar at 
censuswc2012@gmail.com 
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